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Request for Proposals: Fryar Center Collaborative Research Endowment
The Fryar Center Collaborative Research Endowment exists to advance the understanding and practical application of price risk management for the benefit of agricultural producers, businesses, policymakers, and students. This inaugural call for proposals seeks to introduce its research fund designed to foster interdisciplinary research in the area of price risk management.  Its purpose is enduring: to support research that remains relevant as markets, technologies, regulatory environments, and global economic conditions evolve. Priority will be given to projects that consistently advance scholarship that bridge both theory and practice while strengthening informed stakeholder decision-making.

While specific research topics and methodologies may vary, funded projects should consistently advance interdisciplinary scholarship, practical decision-making tools, and stakeholder-informed approaches to price risk management. The Fryar Center Collaborative Research Endowment invites interdisciplinary research proposals that:
· Advance the mission of the Fryar Price Risk Management Center
· Foster collaboration between the Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food, and Life Sciences and any other University of Arkansas College or Division where collaboration may result in advancements in the field of price-risk management. 
· Generate research with measurable impact on price risk management decision-making.
· Engage in undergraduate and graduate student research.

Funding Opportunity
	Category
	Details

	Available Funding
	Up to $100,000.

	Project Duration
	1 year with the potential for 2 one-year extensions.

	Submission Contact
	Director of the Fryar Center (Dr. Lanier Nalley, llnalley@uark.edu). 

	Deadline
	December 15, 2026.



Eligibility
· Faculty members from relevant colleges or divisions as outlined above.
· Graduate and undergraduate student involvement strongly encouraged.
· Projects must align with the Center’s mission and strategic goals.
· At least one PI/CO-PI must be from the Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness at the University of Arkansas. 

Funding Scope & Allowable Expenses
· Graduate student support
· Faculty summer salary
· Data acquisition or expanded use of existing datasets
· Travel for research objectives

Note: While faculty may submit multiple proposals over time, each proposal must demonstrate progress from previous funding and maintain alignment with the Center’s mission. Applicants seeking continued support for a previously funded project must document progress toward the original objectives, summarize completed outputs, and explain how additional funding will advance the research and the Center’s mission.

Proposal Objectives
All proposals must meet the first objective (interdisciplinary collaboration) and meet at least one of the subsequent objectives (2-4) of the fund:
1. Foster Interdisciplinary Collaboration
· Must include at least one faculty member from the Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness and one researcher from another UA College or Unit
· Promote joint research, teaching, and outreach
2. Advance Scholarly Innovation
· Methodologically rigorous projects advancing theoretical or applied knowledge in price risk management
3. Support the Center’s Strategic Mission
· Produce applied, policy-relevant insights with measurable impact on stakeholders
4. Promote Student Engagement
· Encourage involvement of undergraduate and graduate students
· Support student professional development and workforce readiness

Objectives may evolve to reflect emerging academic disciplines, technological innovations, and changes in agricultural and financial markets, provided alignment with the Center’s core mission is maintained.
Advisory Committee Proposal Evaluation Criteria
	Criterion
	Description

	Scholarly Innovation & Feasibility
	Novelty, methodological rigor, and practical execution.

	Alignment with Fryar Center Mission
	Supports strategic goals and Center objectives. 

	Potential for High-Impact Outputs
	Publications, grant leverage, and stakeholder adoption.

	Student Involvement
	Engagement and development of undergraduate/graduate students.

	Future Funding Potential
	Likelihood of leveraging additional external support.



Reporting Requirements
Award recipients must submit a final project summary within three months of project completion (or an annual report if an extension is granted), including:
· Research outputs (publications, grants, outreach)
· Major findings and outcomes
· Proposed methodology to document future impact on price risk management decisions
· Plans for future scholarly activity and deliverables
· Ways project outputs may secure additional external funding
· Reporting formats may adapt to future scholarly communication practices, including digital platforms, open data standards, or emerging dissemination methods.

About the Fryar Center
In 2020, the Fryar Price Risk Management Center of Excellence was established in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness at the University of Arkansas through a generous gift from department alumni Dr. Ed and Michelle Fryar. After receiving his Ph.D. in agricultural economics, Dr. Fryar returned to the department and served as a faculty member for 13 years. 

The mission of the Fryar Center is to deliver stakeholder-informed, internationally recognized research programs in price risk management that improve decision-making for farms and businesses, offer unparalleled educational opportunities for students, and enhance professional opportunities for faculty and staff. The Center is committed to developing an international program of scholarship embracing the University’s three-fold land-grant mission of research, teaching and outreach. Our work focuses on critical risk management issues, with particular emphasis on products and industries contributing significantly to the Arkansas economy. The goals of the Fryar Center are to:

1. Conduct research to extend the frontiers of knowledge in risk management and develop internationally recognized expertise in the application of commodity and financial derivatives to the management of price risk.

2. Educate students in advanced price and financial risk topics, including the application of insights from behavioral economics, to provide superior preparation for careers in agriculture and related industries.

3. Provide farm, industry, government, and academic leaders with research-based information and tools to assist in decision making, offering regular updates on critical risk management issues through traditional academic courses, online courses, conferences, short courses, and other methods of outreach.
Submission Information 
Proposals must include a scope of work outlining detailed objectives and expected outputs, along with a detailed budget. Proposals may not exceed five pages (excluding CVs and budgetary details). Curriculum vitae for the principal investigator (PI) and all co-principal investigators (Co-PIs) must accompany the submission. The submission should be a single PDF which includes the proposal, budget, and CVs. 
Complete proposals must be submitted electronically to Dr. Lanier Nalley at llnalley@uark.edu by 11:59 p.m. Central Time on December 15, 2026. Questions regarding the proposal submission process should be directed to Dr. Nalley. 
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