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Guidelines for Appointment and Promotion for Non-Tenure Track Faculty  

SUMMARY: Establishes guidelines for Division of Agriculture non-tenure track faculty 

appointments and promotion.  

The most important factor ensuring the successful future of the University of Arkansas Division of 

Agriculture involves employing and developing personnel of the highest quality. The Division of 

Agriculture must appoint outstanding, qualified faculty, facilitate their professional development, 

and provide annual performance evaluations. The promotion system is provided to reward those 

non-tenure track faculty who demonstrate sustained professional growth and significant 

programmatic accomplishments through time.  

This document is intended to provide guidelines for appointment and promotion of nontenure track 

faculty consistent with the policies of the Division of Agriculture and the University of Arkansas 

Board of Trustees. Tenure track faculty within the Division of Agriculture falls under the 

appointment and promotion policies and procedures of the respective institutions where the faculty 

member’s tenure resides. These guidelines are limited to those faculty not on a tenure track 

appointment within the Division of Agriculture.  

Affirmative Action Statement   

The University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture offers its programs to all eligible persons 

regardless of race, color, national origin, religion, gender, age, disability, marital or veteran status, 

or any other legally protected status, and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

All units of the University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture are to follow the appropriate 

Affirmative Action Plan in recruitment and employment of faculty and in their subsequent 

evaluation and promotion procedures. Additional details concerning the Division of Agriculture 

Affirmative Action Program may be obtained from the Human Resources Office.  

Non-Tenure Track Faculty Rank   

Basic criteria have been established for the non-tenure track ranks of Instructor, Assistant 

Professor, Associate Professor, Professor and Distinguished Professor in order to maintain a 

degree of continuity.  

Instructor - The minimum educational requirement for the rank of Instructor is a Master’s degree in 

an appropriate field. There is no promotion track for Instructors.   

Assistant Professor - The educational requirement for the rank of Assistant Professor is a Doctoral 

degree or appropriate professional degree (D.V.M., J.D., etc.) in the appropriate subject matter 

discipline.  
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Associate Professor - The educational requirement for the rank of Associate Professor is a 

Doctoral degree or appropriate professional degree in the appropriate subject matter discipline. 

Persons at this ranking should have demonstrated an outstanding overall history of work 

performance.  An excellent record of planning, developing, implementing and evaluating 

educational (teaching, research and/or extension) programs must have been demonstrated. In 

addition, they must be recognized for their leadership at the regional level.  

Professor - The educational requirement for the rank of Professor is a Doctoral degree or 

appropriate professional degree in the appropriate subject matter discipline.  Persons at this 

ranking must have distinguished themselves through long term outstanding performance at lower 

ranks or equivalent. Persons serving at this level should have matured within their areas of 

responsibility and have demonstrated excellence over a prolonged period. In addition, they must 

be recognized for their leadership at regional and national levels.  

Distinguished Professor - The highest and most prestigious appointment for non-tenure track 
faculty in the Division of Agriculture. This appointment is to recognize exceptional performance and 
outstanding contributions to the missions of the Division of Agriculture. A non-tenure track faculty 
member may be nominated for Distinguished Professor by any faculty member in the Division of 
Agriculture.   To be considered for this appointment, a faculty member is required to provide 
promotion documentation through the normal Division Non-tenure track promotion procedure. 
Candidates to be considered should normally have already achieved the rank of Professor or 
similar stature.  
 
Distinguished Professors must have a Doctoral Degree or professional degree in the appropriate 
subject matter discipline. In order to be appointed to Distinguished Professor, individuals must 
have demonstrated sustained accomplishment in research, Extension and (or) teaching that is 
consistent with their job description as indicated in annual performance evaluations.  In addition, 
Distinguished Professors should exhibit a high degree of professionalism in their respective 
discipline.  Evidence of sustained excellent accomplishment and professionalism may be indicated 
by:  

 Demonstrated exceptional and positive impact of their program on stakeholders, students 

and (or) the general public.  

 State, national and (or) international recognition as authorities and leaders in their 

profession or academic discipline.  

 Innovations including development of special projects, resource tools, publications 

(refereed or non-refereed), methodologies or technologies, creative techniques, or 

intellectual property.  

 Clear recognition of their accomplishments by peers as indicated by awards, fellowships or 

offices bestowed by stakeholder groups or professional societies. 

 Exceptional and meritorious service to the public in their area of academic or professional 

competence. 

 Exceptional and outstanding contributions to the missions of the Division of Agriculture. 

Qualified individuals will be appointed to Distinguished Professor when there is clear evidence of 
sustained exceptional and outstanding contributions and a high potential for continued exemplary 
service to the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture and the state of Arkansas.  
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Appointment Procedures  

The Vice President for Agriculture approves faculty recommendations after consultation with 

appropriate Associate Vice President (Research or Extension). The non-tenure track ranking will 

be communicated in the offer letter from the immediate supervisor.      

A. Criteria for Appointment   
1.  An appropriate degree and professional experience is an essential qualification for 

appointment to positions at non-tenure track academic ranks.    

2.  Other important qualifications include experience in teaching, research, extension or other 
scholarly or creative activities, and educational service either at other colleges and universities 
and/or in non-academic settings.    

3.  The non-tenure track academic rank awarded at the initial appointment shall be consistent with 
prior professional experience as well as U of A Board of Trustees policies and criteria adopted 
by the faculty and department head/section leader/state leader/center director of the 
appropriate unit.    

 

B. Procedures - No later than 30 days after beginning employment in connection with a first 

appointment, each faculty member shall be advised in writing by his or her supervisor of their job 

description, criteria, promotion procedures, and instruments that are to be used in assessing his or 

her work.    

 

Evaluation  

 

Annual performance evaluations are an integral part of the faculty member’s professional 

development. The evaluation procedure is intended as a means of assessing the faculty member’s 

performance. It provides the guidance necessary to ensure that the faculty member fulfills his/her 

potential and performs at a level commensurate with his/her rank.  As such, evaluations are an 

important basis from which to consider a faculty member’s candidacy for promotion in rank. Each 

faculty member shall be evaluated on the basis of achievement in the areas of their respective job 

description (teaching, research and/or extension).   

Non-Tenure Promotion  

Promotion shall be based primarily upon the accomplishments of the individual while in the most 

recent rank. Promotion is a distinct honor and is not based upon length of service. No minimum 

time is required before a faculty member is eligible for promotion.  Each faculty member shall be 

evaluated on the basis of achievement in the areas of their respective job responsibilities 

(teaching, research and/or extension).   

Promotion Procedures for Non-Tenure Faculty  

August 1: Each year, the Vice President for Agriculture solicits nominations for committee 

members from the Associate Vice President(s). Unit Heads are notified by the Associate Vice 

President(s) to remind faculty of the process timetable.  

August 25: Letters are sent to committee members from the Vice President for Agriculture.  

August 30: Faculty members shall be informed in writing by the department head/section 
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leader/state leader/center director (Unit Head) of the promotion review schedule, criteria, 

procedures, requirements and instruments for the current year. Whenever there is a change in 

criteria, procedures or instruments, each non-tenure faculty member shall be informed by the Unit 

Head in writing within four weeks of the change. Each faculty member shall also be provided with 

any standard review forms upon which the faculty member is expected to submit information 

regarding professional activities.  

September 15: Non-tenure promotion documents are due to the Unit Head. Once the Unit Head 

receives the promotion documents, they cannot be altered in any way without the mutual consent 

of the non-tenure faculty member and the Unit Head.  

September 15 – October 15: Unit Head will solicit three but no more than five external letters of 

evaluation for the applicant (e.g. who lack a familial relationship with the applicant, who lack a 

former student/teacher relationship with the applicant, who are outside the Division of Agriculture, 

and who lack any apparent or actual conflict of interest) to accompany the promotion document. 

Outside reviewers (persons who possess appropriate expertise to assess the applicant’s 

professional accomplishments) at peer institutions will be included. During the outside reviewer 

selection process, outside reviewers suggested by the applicant will be considered. All reviewer 

letters should be included in the packet as well as a short vita from the outside reviewers. These 

responses should be based on the evaluator’s knowledge of the complete record of the applicant, 

including a description of responsibilities with a breakdown of teaching, research and extension 

assignments during the time period being evaluated.  

The department/section/unit can select from the following promotion committee options to address 

the promotion of non-tenure faculty members.   

Option 1: An elected department/section promotion and/or tenure committee consistent with the 

proportion of the tenure and non-tenure track faculty and off/on campus faculty will review 

promotion and/or tenure documents.  Non-tenured members of the committee will not be allowed 

to vote on tenure issues but will vote on promotion issues.    

Option 2: A separate department/section promotion committee would consist of faculty members 

with non-tenured status and achieved the rank of Associate Professor or higher. The committee 

should consist of a fair representative of off/on campus non-tenure faculty members.  

The department/section will use its committee selected under Option 1 or 2 to provide a 

recommendation for membership to the Division of Agriculture Non-Tenure Promotion Committee. 

These recommendations will be submitted to both Associate Vice Presidents for Agriculture who, in 

turn will forward them to the Vice President for Agriculture with recommendations.  The Vice 

President for Agriculture will appoint a seven (7) member Division of Agriculture Non-Tenure 

Promotion committee from this list of nominees.  

October 15 – November 15: Department promotion and tenure committee sends to the Unit Head 

a copy of their recommendations (including vote) and statement of rationale. The Unit Head will 

inform the faculty member in writing of the department promotion and tenure committee’s 

recommendation (including vote). The faculty member if appropriate will be given the opportunity to 

withdraw from further promotion consideration.    
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Division of Agriculture Non-Tenure Promotion Committee Chair, named by the Vice President, is 

announced to Unit Heads.  

November 15 – 30: The Unit Head submits the promotion information which includes his/her letter 

of recommendation, the unit committee’s recommendations and statement of rationale and the 

promotion documentation to the Division of Agriculture Non-Tenure Promotion committee. The 

complete promotion application must be in PDF format. Hard copies will not be accepted. (Note:  In 

case of a split appointment, the Unit Head with the minority appointment will submit a letter of 

recommendation to be included in the promotion documentation.    

December 20: The Division of Agriculture Non-Tenure Promotion Committee sends to the Unit 

Head a copy of their recommendations (including vote) and statement of rationale. The Unit Head 

will inform the faculty member in writing of the department promotion and tenure committee’s 

recommendation (including vote). The faculty member if appropriate will be given the opportunity to 

withdraw from further promotion consideration.  

Promotion documents including the Department’s and Division of Agriculture Non-Tenure 

Promotion committee’s recommendation and statement of rationale will be forwarded to the 

Associate Vice Presidents (Research and Extension). Both Associate Vice Presidents receive 

copies if the candidate is jointly appointed. In the case of a joint appointment, the Associate Vice 

President with the majority appointment will submit a letter of recommendation and be included in 

the promotion documentation.   

If the Associate Vice Presidents concur that the promotion document does not merit promotion, 

they shall notify the candidate and unit head of that decision and return the promotion documents. 

The candidate can elect to submit a request in writing within 5 working days that their document be 

forwarded to the Vice President in appeal of the Associate Vice Presidents’ determination.  In that 

event, the Vice President will review their document and provide a final determination.  

January 21: The promotion documents including a letter of recommendation from the respective 

Associate Vice President (Research or Extension) will be forwarded to the Vice President for 

Agriculture by the Associate Vice President with the majority appointment. Candidates will be 

notified of the recommendation from the Associate Vice President for Agriculture.   Only those 

applications approved by the Vice President for Agriculture will be forwarded to the Board of 

Trustees for consideration. 

March 1: Vice President for Agriculture notifies candidates of recommendation.  

May: Promotion recommendations are acted upon by the Board of Trustees.  

May 20: Vice President for Agriculture sends letters to applicants informing them of the Board’s 

decision. Promotion list is sent to Associate Vice President (Research and Extension).  

July 1: Promotions approved by the Board of Trustees become effective.   


